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Dear Prof. Faraci, 

Vice-President Kallas would like to thank you for your message and for your interest in 
transport infrastructure and the new Trans-European Network for Transport (TEN-T) 
policy and asked me to reply on his behalf. 

Let me first inform you that Sicily has been fully and widely included in the TEN-T core 
and comprehensive networks. Palermo is a node on the TEN-T core network and Augusta 
is a core-network port. The core network also includes the main connection between 
Messina, Catania, Augusta and Palermo - as the maps annexed to the new TEN-T 
Guidelines, which are available on the European Commission website1, illustrate. As part 
of the core and comprehensive TEN-T networks, Sicily can benefit of funding from the 
Connecting Europe Facility and other European Structural and Investment Funds, for the 
development of projects within the programming period 2014 - 2020. 

Besides, Sicily has been included in the Scandinavian-Mediterranean core-network multi
modal corridor, which is a crucial north-south axis for the European economy. Crossing 
the Baltic Sea through the Öresund fixed link, the Fehmarn Belt and passing through 
Germany, the Brenner and Italy, the Scandinavian-Mediterranean corridor links the major 
urban centres and ports, reaching Sicily and Malta. The corridors will help implement the 
development of the core network, by bringing all relevant stakeholders and Member 
States together. 

1 http://ec.eiffopa.eu/ttanspoi1/lhemes/infrasiracture/revision-t en.htm. Annex 1 - Vol. 18 and Vol. 19. 
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I take this opportunity to inform you that the core and comprehensive networks are based 
on an objective and transparent methodology that allowed identifying a core network of 
the most relevant ports, airports, road, rail and inland-waterway connections, and keeping 
the effort of concentration, which is necessary so that EU's action makes a difference. 

Italy has been very well represented at the TEN-T Days 2013 in Tallinn. Mr Maurizio 
Lupi, the Italian Transport Minister, met with Vice-President Siim Kallas on that 
occasion. Moreover, other representatives of the Ministry of Transport as well as from 
the Association of Italian Ports have been speakers. 

I would also like to recall that important EU resources are allocated to the development 
of transport infrastructure in Sicily. Over the programming period 2007-2013, important 
achievements have been obtained: the upgrading of all the Sicilian airports and the 
connection of Palermo and Catania airports to the rail and metro system, the SS. 114 
"Eastern Sicilian" and the progress on the development of the Syracuse-Gela highway. 

Yours sincerely, 

Désirée Oen 
/ /V 
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